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Durchhalten und Überleben an der Westfront. Raum und. Körper im Ersten Weltkrieg, Paderborn 

2014 (Zeitalter der Weltkriege, 10) 

The book explores how soldiers adapted to the foreign spaces that emerged during the First World 

War. Its underlying premise is that the warscapes were fundamentally different from the spaces 

known from peacetime. War was an everyday act of mastering space. In order to survive the hostile 

environment at the front, soldiers were obliged to build new infrastructures such as trenches. In 

coping with the terrain, they had to change their patterns of action through military training. Finally, 

they had to develop new ways of interpreting and perceiving war-torn landscapes. As a result, the 

image of the soldiers' bodies also changed: They were portrayed as tough fighters who overcame the 

hardships of everyday warfare. 
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